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What Is the Cochrane Library?

 The Cochrane Library Is a collection of
resources. It Is the main output of the
Cochrane Collaboration and aims to
bring together in one place reliable
Information about the effects of health
care treatments or interventions.
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e The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (Cochrane
Reviews)
A rapidly growing list of regularly updated summaries of the best
available evidence prepared by members of the Cochrane
Collaboration.

« The Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials
(CENTRAL)
Where to look if you want to track down the original studies —
the largest single source of controlled trials.

« The Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects (DARE)
Other published reviews prepared by people outside of the
Cochrane Collaboration.



The Cochrane Database of Methodology Reviews e
(Methodology Reviews)

Where to find research about the best way to conduct a

systematic review.

The Cochrane Methodology Register (CMR)
As exciting as it sounds! Where to find studies which look at the
science of systematic reviewing.

About the Cochrane Collaboration (About)
Where to look for information about Cochrane review groups
and other activities of the Cochrane Collaboration.

The Health Technology Assessment Database (HTA)
An international collection of health technology assessments.

The NHS Economic Evaluation Database (NHS EED)
International economic evaluations of health care interventions.
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Cochrane Reviews
Full text systematic reviews - ongoing and completed
(currently 2,785 Complete Reviews and 1,625 Protocols )

Other reviews (Database of Abstracts of Reviews of
Effects)

Assessments of reviews

(currently 5,574 abstracts of non-Cochrane reviews)
Clinical Trials

Bibliographic references of reports of trials

(currently 477,942 citations of trials)
Methods studies

23 systematic reviews of methodology issues

8,408 references to methodology studies
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Technology assessments

6,088 abstracts of health technology
assessment reports

Economic evaluations (NHS Economic
evaluation database)

18,852 abstracts of economic evaluations
of health care interventions
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Access to the Cochrane Library

 Abstracts are freely available from

e Cochrane Library is accessible to over 189
million citizens worldwide through
national and regional licenses (including
Saskatchewan, NB, health care
professionals in NS and the three
Northern Territories in Canada)

 Full text Spanish language translation,
partial text German, Italian, Japanese,
Swedish translation
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How to find information?

 There are two ways to find information
In the Library.

« From The Cochrane Library homepage
you can either choose to browse the
content or use one of several search
options.



Browsing

Searching
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You can also browse through the topic lists of the
different Cochrane review groups. To do this click the
Topics link and select the appropriate Cochrane
review group from the drop-down list.
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Basic searching

e The most basic search can be done from
The Cochrane Library homepage

* \When using this basic search option,
searches are performed across all the
databases






Advanced searching = ===

* For greater flexibility choose the
Cochrane Advanced Search

 The Advanced Search screen allows
you to build searches by combining
several different concepts using
Boolean operators (AND, OR or NOT)
and lets you limit your search
according to particular databases,
types of record or year(s).
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HTA database

« The HTA database brings together
details of completed and ongoing
health technology assessments
(studies of the medical, social, ethical
and economic implications of health
care interventions) from around the
world. The aim of the database Is to
Improve the quality and cost-
effectiveness of health care.
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« The HTA database Is produced by the
Center for Review and Dissemination
(CRD) at the University of York, UK,
using information obtained from
members of The International Network
of Agencies for Health Technology
Assessment (INAHTA) and other
health technology assessment
organizations.
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« The HTA database was created In
1998. Many of the records on it
were originally on the DARE
database, so some publications
records date back earlier than this.
New records are continually
added to the database, so the
most recent publications on the
database will have been
published Iin the last few months.



Examples of records: neseoene,

« Economic analysis of teriparatide for the
treatment of osteoporosis in women (project)
(Brief record)

Canadian Coordinating Office for Health
Technology Assessment (CCOHTA)
Year: 2005

e Emergency department overcrowding (project)
(Brief record)
Canadian Coordinating Office for Health
Technology Assessment (CCOHTA)
Year: 2005

« Non-physician endoscopy (project) (Brief
record)
Canadian Coordinating Office for Health
Technology Assessment (CCOHTA)
Year: 2005



THE COCHRANE
COLLABORATION®




Searching examples

1) Are bisphosphonates useful for

treating osteoporosis or osteoporotic
fracture?

2) Can diet or dietary advice have a
positive impact on the heart problems?

3) Suggestions?
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The Cochrane Library live demo




COLLABORATION™

More help

« Another resource available from the
Library homepage is the User Guide
developed by the Library's publishers.
This 20-page booklet is available as a
PDF file and gives an overview of the
Cochrane Library on Wiley InterScience.
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Contacts

e Canadian Cochrane Centre
jgrimshaw@ohri.ca
cochrane@uottawa.ca

http://www.cochrane.uottawa.ca/
http://www.cochrane.org



